INSIDE U. S. A.
Grain Terminal Association in St. Paul, headed by M. W. Thatcher, This celebrated institution markets grain for members, stores it for them (in six million bushels of storage space), operates a durum mill for semolina flour, and maintains 150 local elevators all over the Northwest. Members receive dividends exactly as do those who belong to the gasoline co-ops, if the elevators make' a profit. The idea behind all this was concentration. It was to exert pressure on the terminal market "Follow the wheat all the way to the terminal, instead of selling it at the gate/* was an early motto. Also the system has served to modify abuses and discriminations. A member is free of middleman and commission charges, and he escapes the "dockage" racket. Dockage is the extraneous matter that gets into wheat like mustard seed, oats, and so on. Standard tests now determine what "dockage" shall be assessed against the farmer by the miller, in contrast to the former system in which it could run to almost any amount.
A Line on Other Factors
About 40 per cent of North Dakotans are Scandinavian in origin (predominantly Norwegian) ; about 30 per cent are German or "Volga German/* Bismarck was actually named Bismarck in order to attract German immigrants; tickets could be bought Brcmen-to-Bismarck direct8 During World War I, some Germans sought to evade the draft, and many refused to buy war bonds; by the time of World War II this situation was much ameliorated. A good deal of anti-Semitism exists in North Dakota.0 The Volga Germans (who are basically of Russian descent) "will" trade with Jews, I heard; the non-Volga Germans won't, if they can help it.
Other North Dakota forces and influences might be listed as follows: (l) The railroads. The Great Northern, largely because of the memory of Jim Hill and because it is famously a "railway man's railroad," is highly regarded throughout the state. (2) The chain banks. During the 1920'$, as in Montana, hundreds of small banks failed; most were eventually bought up by two large banks centered in the Twin Cities, the Northwest Bancorporation and the First Bank Stock, Inc. These have very considerable local power, (3) The Greater North Dakota Association, which is a kind of over-all chamber of commerce for the state. (4) The absentee millers. (5) The Lutheran Church. (6) Women. As I got on the train in Bismarck, a lady handed me same resolutions just passed by the ninety-seventh anniversary meeting of the
8 Bryce (II, j>. 837) records that in the 8o's Bismarck was destined "to be the metropolitan hearth of the world's civilization."
*But one of the leading citizens of the state, William Stern, a Fargo banker and the former Republican National Committeeman, is Jewish.